Fundamentals of Speech- COMM 111 F&G
Syllabus - Fall 2012
COMM 111F – 8-8:50 – HH 210
COMM 111G – 9-9:50 – HH210

Instructor:  Prof. Sara Edwards			Office:  Honsey Hall, Room 123
E-mail:  sara.edwards@blc.edu			Office Hours:  by appointment

COURSE DESCRIPTION:   Study of the verbal communication process.   This is an introductory course in the principles of public speaking and language awareness.  This course will also include the delivery of several types of speeches and opportunities to evaluate speeches and speaking styles.
REQUIRED TEXT:  Lucas, Stephen E., The Art of Public Speaking. 11th ed. New York:  McGraw-Hill, 2012.
GOALS:
1) To think critically about communication
2) To improve your public speaking skills
3) To overcome fear of public speaking
FORMAT
	This class is about public speaking. In order to improve you public speaking abilities, you will need to practice several times in front of your classmates.   Speeches will be assigned and performed throughout the semester.
COURSE OBJECTIVES: 
A student who has taken COMM 111 will be able to:
1) Identify and create the different types of speeches:  Informative, Persuasive and Special Occasion.
2) Analyze his/her audience to create the most effective speech for the situation
3) Organize ideas in a logical manner to make a message understandable
4) Clearly articulate his/her message through words
5) Utilize various forms of visual aids
6) Collect and organize necessary information in order to support the ideas of his/her speech
7) Ethically utilize the power of language and the spoken word
8) Analyze other speeches in order to discover good public speaking practices.
CELL PHONES/LAPTOPS
	Please remember to silence your cell phones when you get to class.  Please do not text during class.  You may use your laptops for taking notes during class, but not for non-class related activities.
ATTENDANCE
	Attendance is essential in a speech class.  Without an audience, there can be no public speaking.  If you need to miss a class, let me know prior to class.  If you are scheduled to present during a class and you need to be absent, you MUST find another student to fill your time slot.
	If you miss more than 4 classes during a semester, I reserve the right to lower your final grade by one full letter.
LATE WORK
	If you are scheduled to present on a certain day and need to be absent, you must find a replacement or your grade will be lowered one full letter grade. 
DISABILITIES
	Please let me know if you have any mental or physical disabilities as soon as possible.  Arrangements will be made to assist students who need it.
PLAGIARISM
	Plagiarism is a serious breach of ethics and will not be tolerated.  Giving a speech that you did not write will earn you a failing grade for the semester.
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You will have 5 major assignments to complete this semester:
	1.  Speech of Introduction
	2.  Informative Speech
	3.  Commemorative Speech
	4.  Persuasive Speech
	5.  Tag-Team Debate
