ENGL 203 Ages of British Literature

HH 210 M/W 3:00 to 4:15 p.m. Spring 2025

Dr. Robert C. Hanna HH 223 344-7363 e-mail; Robert.Hanna@blc.edu

Note #1: (Syllabus) This syllabus may be modified by the professor, as circumstances warrant.
Students will be advised should any such modifications be made.

Note #2: (Gradebook) Course averages calculated by Gradebook’s software are unofficial and are
for general information purposes only. Actual and final calculations are made manually, including
grade adjustments for lack of participation, unexcused absences, and not meeting absence
notification requirements.

Note #3: (Students with Disabilities) The Rehabilitation Act of 1973 and the Americans with
Disabilities Act (ADA) require that “no qualified person shall, solely by reason of disability, be
denied access to, be excluded from participation in, or the benefits of services, programs or
activities or subjected to discrimination under any program or activity receiving federal
assistance.” If you have a disability, or feel you are in need of accommodations, please contact
Kristi Ringen in the Academic Resource Center (kringen@blc.edu), 507-344-7730.

Note #4: (Attendance) Bethany Lutheran College recognizes that students who engage cognitively
and behaviorally with course content increase their likelihood of success. Any class session missed
reduces the opportunity for learning. If you are unable to attend class, be aware that you bear the
responsibility for work missed during an absence for any cause. Bethany Lutheran College is an
attendance-taking institution that requires student attendance in order to remain enrolled in a
course. Your instructors are obligated to record whether you are present, tardy, absent
(unexcused), absent (excused for school activity), or absent (excused-other).

Required Literature (Titles must be edition and ISBN indicated.)

Beowulf

Translated by Seamus Heaney
W. W. Norton
978-0-393-32097-8

Consequences of Not Using Print Copy of Required Literature

1. Inability to look at specific text when discussed in class.

2. Inability to look up pages that contain answers to quiz items, when quiz items are answered
incorrectly.

3. Inability to provide correct page numbers on written assignments, making it impossible to
confirm accuracy of content during grading.
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Course Description

This course features literature from the Age of Old English (Beowulf), the Age of Middle English
(The Canterbury Tales by Chaucer), the Age of Early Modern English (Julius Caesar by
Shakespeare), and the Age of Modern English (7he Rivals by Sheridan and Nicholas Nickleby by
Dickens). It includes the development of theater in Britain, from Roman Britain to the Royal
Shakespeare Company’s 1980 adaptation of Nicholas Nickleby.

Course Objectives

1. Students demonstrate basic cultural literacy of the eras, genres, and historical events pertinent to particular course
content, and can identify correctly allusions, excerpts from particular works, and works written by key authors, as
well as exhibit a foundational knowledge of literary terminology. [English Department]

2. Students are able to adjust their use of . . . written language to communicate effectively. [English Department]

3. Students are able to comprehend and create written . . . texts. [English Department]

4. Students recognize that the historic Christian faith professes that God the Holy Trinity is the source of all
knowledge and truth, and that His wisdom is most clearly revealed in the life, death, and resurrection of Jesus Christ.
[BLC]

5. Students demonstrate intellectual, creative, and problem-solving skills. [BLC]

6. Students demonstrate an understanding of personal and public responsibility. [BLC]

7. Students develop habits of thinking that apply to a fulfilling life of learning. [BLC]

8. Students demonstrate the ability to close and critically read a text. [BLC]

9. Students demonstrate an understanding of ideas from different cultures and time periods. [BLC]

10. Students demonstrate the ability to identify a diversity in perspective, ideology, and religion. [BLC]
Course Requirements

I. Reading Assignments

Students are expected to complete each reading assignment in advance of its class presentation.

II. Quizzes

In order to encourage the completion of each reading assignment in advance of its class
presentation, quizzes are given on each reading assignment. Quizzes are also given on casts of
characters in plays. Should a student miss a quiz, a make-up quiz will be provided during the
student’s final exam.



III. Writing Assignments

A. Each student will write an original analysis of Beowulf in terms of its content, structure, use of
literary techniques, tone, predominant theme, and inclusion of both Christian and pagan beliefs.
The analysis paper is graded based on instructions given in class and meeting the due date
specified on the syllabus. After the analysis paper has been graded, students are not permitted to
revise it for a higher grade.

B. Each student will be assigned one page of Beowulf to revise and rewrite in the French poetic
style of the epic The Song of Roland. The page will be taken from Seamus Heaney’s translation
of Beowulf, the required textbook for this course. The revision of Beowulf paper necessitates the
use of a thesaurus and is graded based on instructions given in class and meeting the due date
specified on the syllabus. After the revision of Beowulf paper has been graded, students are not
permitted to revise it for a higher grade.

C. Each student will write a paper that analyzes published biographical research. The paper is
graded based on instructions given in class and meeting the due date specified on the syllabus.
After the paper has been graded, students are not permitted to revise it for a higher grade.

IV. Attendance and Participation

Physical classroom attendance in this course is required, as is participation. Students should note
that even excused absences prevent participation. Students who do not satisfactorily participate
in class on a voluntary basis as a result of not being in class should expect to receive a lowered
final course grade. Students who cannot attend class as scheduled are advised to enroll in
this course in a semester when full participation is achievable.

Students who miss class for any reason are required to contact the professor by e-mail on the
same day as the missed class meeting. The nature of the absence must be provided. The
professor will reply to all such messages, as proof of receipt. Messages from anyone other than
the student who has missed class will not be accepted. Students who do not contact the
professor by e-mail on the same day as the missed class meeting should expect to receive a
lowered final course grade.

Evaluation of Students

20%  Quizzes

20%  Original Analysis of Beowulf Paper

20%  Revision of Beowulf Paper

20%  Analysis of Published Biographical Research Paper
10%  Midterm Exam

10%  Final Exam

Grading Scale

A=94 to 100; A minus=90 to 93; B plus=87 to 89; B=83 to 86; B minus=80 to 82; C plus=77 to 79; C=73
to 76; C minus=70to 72; D plus=67 to 69; D=63 to 66; D minus=60 to 62; F=below 60.
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Academic Honesty

All course requirements apply to each student, individually. Accordingly, academic honesty means
meeting every course requirement on one’s own, without assistance from anyone else. Any first violation
of academic honesty results in no credit granted for the course requirement. The College administration
is then so notified in writing. Any second violation of academic honesty results in a failing grade for the
entire course. Again, the College administration is then so notified in writing.

Specific violations of academic honesty include, but are not limited to, turning in someone else’s written

work as one’s own, plagiarism, giving or receiving aid on homework, writing assignments, quizzes, and
examinations; and submitting false or misleading documents, including e-mail messages.

Topics Schedule (graded assignments are in bold type)

JAN 06 Introduction to Course

JAN 08 Introduction to Shakespeare

JAN 13 History of Theaters in Britain

JAN 15 Quiz on Characters in Julius Caesar

Shakespeare’s Globe Theatre

JAN 22 Julius Caesar

JAN 27 Continuation of previous class meeting
JAN 29 Beginnings of Literature in Britain
FEB 03 Western Epics

FEB 05 Beowulf Manuscript

Beowulf [textbook]

FEB 10 Quiz on Beowulf
Original Analysis of Beowulf Assigned
Beowulf [textbook]

FEB 12 Geoffrey Chaucer

FEB 19 The Canterbury Tales

FEB 24 Continuation of previous class meeting
FEB 26 Original Analysis of Beowulf Due

Stage Production of The Rivals



MAR 10

MAR 12

MAR 17

MAR 19

MAR 24

MAR 26

MAR 31

APR 02

APR 07

APR 09

APR 14

APR 16

APR 23

APR 28

APR 30

MAY 02

Quiz on Characters in The Rivals
Revision of Beowulf Assigned

The Rivals

Continuation of previous class meeting

Continuation of previous class meeting

Revision of Beowulf Due
Continuation of previous class meeting

Review for Midterm Exam

Midterm Exam

Quiz on Nicholas Nickleby Ch. 3 and 8
Research Paper Assigned

Charles Dickens

Quiz on Nicholas Nickleby Ch. 9 and 13
Continuation of previous class meeting

Quiz on Nicholas Nickleby Ch. 22 and 23
Is She His Wife?

Quiz on Nicholas Nickleby Ch. 29 and 32
Nicholas Nickleby: A Farce

A Mutual Friend |
A Mutual Friend 11
Dickens in Cinema |

Analysis of Published Biographical Research Paper Due
Dickens in Cinema Il

Review for Final Exam

Last Day for turning in late assignments; no point value after May 2"

Note: The Final Exam is not given early. Students who do not take the Final Exam when
scheduled by the College may arrange a later make-up date.



