COM 340 – Rhetorical Traditions

Instructor: Prof. Brian Klebig (kleh’-big)
Office: HH329
Phone: 863-991-4029
E-mail: briphoenix@gmail.com
Alignment: Chaotic Neutral
Office Hours: TBA (I have a nutso schedule this year… I’ll let you know when it’s resolved)

REQUIRED TEXT: 
Communication in History: Stone Age Symbols to Social Media
Communication in History 7th Edition
1138729485978-1138729483 
	Author(s):Peter Urquhart; Paul Heyer

	Copyright: 2018 
	Publisher: Routledge




COURSE DESCRIPTION: Students learn the history and theories of rhetoric central to the Western humanistic tradition, including classical, medieval, Renaissance, and contemporary (modern and post-modern) periods, with some attention to non-western rhetoric.

INSTRUCTOR’S STATEMENT: Rhetorical Traditions is… well, let’s just say it: it’s a tough class. This class requires more reading and legwork than any other class that I teach. However, it also provides the setup and background for some of the most epic lessons you can learn in the field of Communication. This class provides the background necessary to construct the tools that allow you manage your own thoughts as well as the thoughts of others. But high-level influence tactics ain’t easy, and this class situates us for that conversation.

Some Secrets of Sweet Success

SEE ME: I’m happy to help. We’ll have coffee. Seriously, if you think you might be falling behind, come talk to me and we’ll get you caught up.

ATTENDANCE: It is important for each student to attend class consistently. If you miss class, it will be vital that you take the initiative to learn what is scheduled for the next class period. Remember that participation makes up a sizable portion of your grade, and if you’re not here you can’t participate. If you let me know in advance that you won’t be at class, you may spare yourself some of the negative effects of non-attendance. If you miss because of death, illness, BLC responsibility conflicts (like choir or travel), etc. then you don’t have to worry, I’ll make sure the absence doesn’t impact your grade. BUT LET ME KNOW!

RESPECT: I’m a free speech junkie, and I believe that our own opinions and thoughts become better when they are challenged by opposing viewpoints. Accordingly, we will be analyzing and criticizing a LOT of work and research in this class. I do, however, expect academic respect to be shown to everyone. If you disagree then you will do so respectfully, bearing in mind the other person’s intelligence.

PARTICIPATION: Participation means contributing to the success of the class as a whole. Students are expected to make intelligent contributions during class periods. Contributions can include making related statements, asking intelligent questions, clarifying, summarizing, etc. Also, participating in extra projects, like setting up a room, will help your participation score. These contributions will be documented and will affect each student's grade.
Conversely, students causing disruptions, sleeping, working on other classes, talking with neighbors at inappropriate times, or looking at unrelated sites on a computer will likewise see a reverse effect on their grades.
 
ELECTRONIC MEDIA: This is a Communication class… It would be really disingenuous of me to not encourage the use of communication mediums. You can use your laptop, cell, tablet, or Star Trek Communicator during class. Just use it for class, and don’t lose track of the conversation because if I happen to notice that your attention is drifting, I may call on you randomly, or ask you to tell everyone what it is that you’re doing on the computer. If it’s something for class, you’ll look like a genius! If not… well… Oh, and make sure the sound is turned off. Remember that causing a disruption in class negatively impacts your participation.

GRADING: Only outstanding performance on the assignments in this course will earn you an "A";
grading in this course is based on the following definition of grades:
C = represents work which meets the basic course/assignment requirements
B = represents work which is significantly above the minimum requirements necessary for
completing this course/assignment
A = represents work which is outstanding, far above the minimum requirements necessary for
completing this course/assignment
D = represents work which is worthy of credit even though it does not fully meet all the basic
course/assignment requirements.
Grade Percentage
A > 91%, A- 90%, B+ 89%, B 81%, B- 80%, C+ 79%, C 71%, C- 70%, D+ 69%, D 61%, D- 60%, F < 60%

1. Quizzes make up around 30%.
2. Tests make up around 30%
3. In-class work, attendance, and participation make up around 20%
4. Assignments, papers and projects make up around 20%.

Make up tests: If a student misses an exam for a reason the instructor deems excusable, the student may take a make-up exam. In such an event, the exam must be taken within one week of its originally
scheduled date. The instructor is not responsible for reminding students to make up tests or any other
assignments.

QUIZZES: It is my preference to END class with a quiz, rather than start it with one. This gives us a chance to hammer home some of the most important concepts. These should be free points for you, so long as you pay attention in class and do your assignments.

LATE ASSIGNMENTS: Late papers and assignments will not be accepted. If you let me know well in advance of the due date of a legitimate excuse we can work something out. Calling me in a panic at 4 am on the day the paper is due will not help.

CHEATING: If you cheat I will catch you, and when I catch you I will fail you for this course. I will also do everything in my limited power to have you removed from the program. You will not claim credit for anyone else’s work, and everything you reference will be properly cited.

PAPERS: Throughout the semester students will be assigned brief papers and projects to complete. Three of the papers will deal with contemporary issues facing social media. Throughout the semester, links to recent articles will be sent to you from the instructor. Students should select three articles over the course of the semester, read, analyze, and write a paper discussing the articles. More information on this assignment will be disseminated on a separate assignment description.
These papers will be ACADEMIC WRITING, not social media writing. That means proper citations, perfect grammar and spelling, appropriate formatting, etc. If I think your paper doesn’t meet the standards of academic writing you will lose a considerable number of points. If you’re worried about producing something of academic quality, just show it to me more than 24 hours before it is due, and I will cheerfully help with all the mundane stuff.

REQUIREMENTS FOR ALL WRITTEN WORK: All work submitted in this course (except informal
assignments) should be prepared according to the following guidelines:
1. Papers must be typed, double-spaced (unless otherwise noted for assignment) in 12 point
Times font with 1-inch margins.
2. Pages must be numbered in the top, right-hand corner of each page. This includes the cover page.
3. Hard copy papers must be STAPLED TOGETHER or BOUND. If I get paperclipped work and it falls apart, I will reassemble it in whatever order I choose and read/grade it that way. Perhaps I will use it for origami.
4. Papers must include accurate and complete citations of sources and a complete Works Cited
page.
5. Liberal Arts uses MLA formatting for papers, so we’ll do the same. HOWEVER, if you are planning on pursuing graduate studies in Communication or Psychology you may inform me of this in advance and use APA. You will need a strong grasp of that format to be successful, and I’m happy to help out. Plus APA is better, but we digress. 
6. It is YOUR responsibility to make sure that I get your work. I will do the courtesy of sending an e-mail confirmation when I receive your work electronically. If you don’t get one, you may want to play it safe and print out a copy of your work to hand in.

COPIES: You must keep a copy of all writing assignments on a disk or hard drive for the entire
semester. If, at any time, l ask for a copy of a writing assignment, you should be able to print a
new copy. Failure to do so will result in a penalty for your final grade. In the event that you cannot
reproduce a copy of your paper, you are not guaranteed the chance to make up that assignment.

MORE CHANGES: The instructor reserves the right to modify, amend, or change the syllabus as the
curriculum and/or program requires.

[bookmark: _GoBack]FUN: Ok, yeah, so it’s kind of a history class, but the subject matter still lends itself to having a fun class. I intend to try and make it that way, and if you have ideas you’d like to offer, please do! 
