BI203 - Botany

“Then God said, ‘Let the land produce vegetation: seed-bearing plants and trees on the land that bear fruit with seed in it, according to their various kinds.’ And it was so. The land produced vegetation: plants bearing seed according to their kinds and trees bearing fruit with seed in it according to their kinds. And God saw that it was good.” Genesis 1:11-12

It is good to be green 
                                                                                                    - Kermit the Frog
	
If you enjoy growing plants or flowers, eating plants, identifying plants, field trips, coffee, fruit, chocolate or playing in the dirt, this class is for you.

We take an overview of the plant kingdom by building on the things you already know about plants.  Lab each week complements what we discuss in lecture.  Much of the first half of the semester is spent on field trips including the University of Minnesota Landscape Arboretum, and prairies and woods around Mankato.  
Lecture: MH-225 MWF - 11:30-12:20 Lab: MH-225 Tu - 2:30-5:20 Instructor: John Sehloff • Meyer Hall 215 • 344-7342 • john@blc.edu
Office hours: Please feel welcome to visit with me about any concerns you may have.  At this point I do not have scheduled office hours but other than when I am teaching I am on campus and will meet with you at your convenience.
Learning Objectives of the Biology Major
· Demonstrate proficiency in the language and terminology of biology 
· Show ability to communicate effectively using written and oral means. 
· Explain the basic structures and fundamental processes of life at molecular, cellular, and organismal levels. 
· Find and evaluate various types of scientific information found within research journals, mass media, and the world-wide web. 
· Collect, organize, analyze, and interpret quantitative and qualitative data and evaluate its place in the larger context of biological knowledge. 
· Demonstrate proficiency of basic lab techniques and use of scientific instrumentation. 
· Describe the relationships between organisms and the abiotic and biotic components of their environment. 
· Summarize the benefits and drawbacks of modern biology as well as its contribution to society in the context of the Christian faith. 

Course Objectives
Gain a greater appreciation of God's creation.
Identify the common trees of the Mankato area.
Describe the characteristics of the major biomes of North America.
Recognize the internal and external anatomy of a variety of seed plants.
Correlate physiological functions with the anatomy.
Become familiar with a variety of economic plants and their uses.
Demonstrate basic capabilities of using dichotomous key and field guides to identify plants 
Gain experience with horticulture (planting, propagating, and caring for  plants) 
Student understands organization of Kingdom Plantae and the various means of reproduction found within the kingdom 
Student understands effects of hormones and environmental conditions on plant  growth 
Student understands the use of biotechnology in plant studies and agriculture 

Evaluation of Students
[bookmark: _GoBack]There will be 4 - 5 depending how we divide up some of the material. This includes a practical tree test. You will document your plant propagation project which will be equivalent to one test. Additional homework will be assigned.
Attendance Policy
Regular attendance is highly suggested. However, as adults, you are free to make decisions as you please. Frequent absence will cause me to doubt your existence and may lead to my omission of your grade at the end of the semester.
I will excuse absences for illness, injury, or participation in extra-curricular activities. However, for an absence to be excused, the student must talk to me prior to the class period missed. Rare exceptions may be made. All other absences are considered unexcused.
If your absence is excused, I will give you any assignments that were missed and any materials that were handed out on the day you missed. Any homework should then be handed in the day of your return, unless otherwise assigned.
In the case of unexcused absences, you are responsible for getting your assignments and materials. Homework due the day of your absence will be considered late if turned in otherwise.
Assignments that are handed in after the class period for which they were due will receive a reduction of grade for each class period that the assignment is late. Homework turned in a week late or more will be worth zero points. As a rule, labs cannot be made up. Lab quizzes can only be made up in the case of an unexcused absence. Tardiness for lab may result in a zero for the lab quiz; please be punctual. Also, please inform me ahead of time if there are any allergies or conditions that will not allow you to participate in the laboratories.
Plagiarism
I expect that all assignments that you turn in will be your work.  I expect that all ideas, words, and pictures that are not your own will be credited to those persons who deserve such credit.  I expect you to understand what plagiarism is or to ask me for clarification.
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