[image: image3.jpg]



George MacDonald and the Inklings
EN370 Christian Writers   Professor Ramona Czer       Spring 2012

An Overview  of the Course

Through the reading of texts, the producing of writing-to-learn assignments, the drafting of projects, the engaging in small and large group discussions, and the giving of and listening to presentations, students will become more observant, questioning, intuitive, and insightful readers and thinkers, especially becoming more skilled at analyzing and interpreting the ways in which Christian writers have created their literary works and at critically thinking about what their purposes in doing so may be.

This time in Christian Writers we are concentrating our attention on the works and influence of George MacDonald on the Inklings, especially C.S. Lewis, J.R.R. Tolkien, and Charles Williams.

Textbooks and Materials Required for this Course

· *Princess and the Goblin, George MacDonald

· *Phantastes, George MacDonald

· The Inklings, Humphrey Carpenter or another work of my choice

· The Hobbit,  J.R.R. Tolkien

· *“Leaf by Niggle,” J.R.R. Tolkien

· Surprised by Joy, C. S. Lewis

· Perelandra, C. S. Lewis
· Another work by MacDonald of your choice

· *Descent into Hell, Charles Williams 
· A notebook for storing handouts in     * Works are available for free online
Recommended Materials
· A 3-hole punch and a stapler
Learning Outcomes

· Students demonstrate basic cultural literacy of the era, genres, movements, and historical events pertaining to particular course content, being able to identify correctly allusions of the times, excerpts from renowned works, and works written by key authors (assessed through both exams).

· Students routinely ask good questions of the text, which come from their own interaction with the text, including how the text is significant in relation to their own lives and the lives of others, and in relation to other texts and the world at large (assessed through Reading Journal Entries and class discussions).

· Students write about literature in a variety of modes for reflection, writing-to-learn, various audiences, and presenting research (assessed through Reading Journal Entries and the Research or Creative Project, both of which require the use of cited source material, and two response essays).

· Students exhibit a minimum competency of a foundational knowledge of literary terminology and then use said terminology to analyze, synthesize, interpret, and evaluate the works they read, both on paper and in discussions (in class discussions and both exams).

· Students gather, apply, analyze, synthesize, and evaluate data from a variety of scholarly sources and apply MLA format to their formal written works (assessed through three papers as described above).
Evaluated Components (500 pts. Total)    460 – 500 = A     425 – 459 = B      380 – 424 = C       325 – 379 = D
Reading Journal Entries (100 pts.)
Choose some kind of notebook, online journal, notepad on your electronic device, wordprocessing document that you think would most likely help you diligently take notes in, jotting down page numbers and elements of the stories to remember, noting themes, motifs, questions, and insights, recording memorable quotations, musing about the story or how it relates to other works or your life, etc.  I would like a weekly average of two typed pages but the entries should be brought to class each time.  We will often get in groups right at the beginning of class to share one nugget from your journals each.  I will collect your entries every Friday.  
Projects (100 pts., 50 pts., 50 pts.)
1. A Research Paper of 8+ pages and at least five sources, chosen in consultation with the Instructor, using MLA citation style, OR

 A Creative Work Influenced By or Related to One or More Works or Authors We Read and a Process Letter about the experience of writing and revising this work (ideas:  a short story, some poems, a devotion or inspirational piece, a skit, or some other idea you have), 10+ pages and using at least five sources to help you create the work and citing all of them in your PL and on your Works Cited page.
2. An Essay on our fieldtrip to Marion Wade Center at Wheaton College, making connections with what you’ve learned in the class so far, and aimed at a real audience beyond our class, 3+ pages with multiple drafts.
3. Christ in Media Event attendance and informal response of 2+ pages.
Exams (100 pts. & 100 pts.)

1. Midterm Exam

2. Final Exam

Course Policies
Proper Format for Written Work

Joyce Kilmer

ENGL 370
Professor Czer

September 12, 2012
Assignment Description

Attendance and Late Work Policy
This class is one where we learn together, with everyone helping to illuminate the texts and pooling bits of accumulated knowledge. So each person has a direct responsibility to every other person in the class, not just to me, the instructor, and each absence affects the learning of everyone, sometimes to a marked degree.  To encourage you to come and fully participate in the course, I have instituted a fairly “strict” attendance policy and will abide by it. That means only involvement in an officially school-sponsored activity constitutes an  “excused absence,” and even then all assignments and responsibilities for the course MUST BE turned in on time.  After three unexcused absences, whether for illness or whatever else seems worth missing class for to you, you will lose 30 points, and after five, 20 additional points will be subtracted.  If you are absent eight or more times, you will automatically fail the course. Always turn in inquiry journal entries on time if you must be absent for an excused school-related event, because more than three late will make full points in that category impossible.   The papers will lose 10 points if turned in late. Please do not miss an exam unless you have a true crisis—it inconveniences to me greatly since I must write a second one.

However, if a real problem comes into your life, a hardship or marked illness, please see me.  Special adjustments can be made so that you may pass and even succeed in the course.  But don’t wait until you’ve already missed several times due to this problem. Talk to me as soon as possible.

Academic Integrity Policy

Academic integrity means that you are expected to do your own work in this course, such as writing your own papers and not cheating on exams.  But it also means that whenever you turn in an assignment that uses the words or insights of others, you give them appropriate credit.  Appropriate credit means either informally referencing your source by mentioning the author’s name and the title of his or her work (such as for journal entries) or formally citing your source by using MLA citation style (such as for papers). Word-for-word quotations need to be referenced or cited and use quotation marks, but also cite any ideas, anecdotes, information, or insights gathered from others.  This is only fair, it invites other scholars to access your sources for their own purposes, it lends credibility to your reasoning, and it is unethical NOT to do so.  If it is determined that you have used any part of a work by someone else without giving him or her appropriate credit, especially using whole sections of identically-worded material, you will not only earn a zero on the assignment, but the instructor reserves the right to fail you in the course.

“The Bird and the Baby,” a pub in Oxford where the Inklings often met (in the corner shown on the right).

Planned Fieldtrip Experience

Our plan is to take a fieldtrip to the Marion E. Wade Center, located at Wheaton College, Illinois.  This site is devoted to the work of seven British authors including four Inklings and Dorothy L. Sayers. Overall, the Wade Center has more than 11,000 volumes including first editions and critical works. Other holdings on the seven foremost authors (G. K. Chesterton, George MacDonald, Dorothy L. Sayers, and Inklings Owen Barfield, C. S. Lewis, J. R. R. Tolkien, and Charles Williams) include letters, manuscripts, audio and video tapes, artwork, dissertations, periodicals, photographs, and related materials. Please set aside some money for shared hotel rooms and the entrance fee to the center, plus food money.  I hope to take a Bethany vehicle so gas money isn’t needed.
If you absolutely cannot attend for some reason, please speak to me just in case I can help remove what is standing in the way, but I will devise some other way for you to have another kind of Inkling experience.  (
A Work-in-Progress Schedule of Assignments
	Week One
	
	

	8-29-12
	
	

	8-31-12
	 “George MacDonald:  Merging Myth and Method” by Robert Trexler (CSL Jul/Aug 2003)
Plus check out at least two web sites.
	

	Week Two
	
	

	9-5-12
	Princess and the Goblin
	

	9-7-12
	Princess and the Goblin
	

	Week Three
	
	

	9-10-12
	Princess and the Goblin
	

	9-12-12
	Phantastes
	

	9-14-12
	Phantastes
	

	Week Four
	
	

	​9-17-12
	Phantastes
	

	9-19-12
	Phantastes
	

	9-21-12
	Phantastes
	

	Week Five
	
	

	9-24-12
	The Inklings or another source I will provide if you could not get a copy of this out-of-print book.
	

	9-26-12
	The Inklings
	

	9-28-12
	The Hobbit & Tolkien biographical information
	

	Week Six
	
	

	10-1-12
	The Hobbit
	

	10-3-12
	The Hobbit
	

	10-5-12
	The Hobbit
	

	Week Seven
	Remember to attend Christ in Media Events!
	

	10-8-12
	The Hobbit
	

	10-10-12
	The Hobbit
	Christ in Media Paper Draft Due

	10-12-12
	The Hobbit
	

	Week Eight
	
	

	10-15-12
	“Leaf by Niggle”
	

	10-17-12
	Midterm Exam
	Christ in Media Paper Rev. Due

	Week Nine
	Midterm Break 10-18 to 10-21
	

	10-22-12
	Talk about Research/Creative Projects
	

	10-24-12
	Moveable days reserved for fieldtrip
	

	10-26-12
	                                “
	

	Week Ten
	
	

	10-29-12
	DVD—“Through the Wardrobe”
	

	10-31-12
	NO CLASS—Advising Day
	

	11-2-12
	Surprised by Joy & Lewis biographical information
	

	Week Eleven
	Did you submit your work to  Inkwell?
	

	11-5-12
	Surprised by Joy
	

	11-7-12
	Surprised by Joy
	

	11-9-12
	Surprised by Joy
	Project Proposal Due

	Week Twelve
	
	

	11-12-12
	Surprised by Joy
	Conferences on Project Proposal

	11-14-12
	Surprised by Joy
	

	11-16-12
	Articles on C.S. Lewis
	

	Week Thirteen
	
	

	11-19-12
	Perelandra,
	

	11-21-12
	Perelandra,
	

	Week Fourteen
	Thanksgiving Break 11-22 to 11-25
	

	11-26-12
	Perelandra,
	

	11-28-12
	MacDonald novel of choice introduced
	

	11-30-12
	Descent into Hell
	

	Week Fifteen
	
	

	12-3-12
	Descent into Hell
	Research Paper/Creative Work Draft Due

	12-5-12
	NO CLASS—Conferences
	Conferences

	12-7-12
	Descent into Hell
	

	Week Sixteen
	
	

	12-10-12
	Descent into Hell
	

	12-12-12
	Sharing Day for Research Papers/Creative Works
	Research Papers/Creative Works Due

	12-14-12
	MacDonald novel of choice shared
	Marion Wade Center Paper Due

	Finals Week
	Final Exam
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   MacDonald at his writing desk

Class Times:           MWF 2:30-3:20 p.m.            Classroom:  HH 213





Office:  HH 225      Phone:  507-276-1513           email:  rczer@blc.edu








